
Here is a list of 63 different things which if implemented will help you 
to have a better website : 

1. Add a Site Map page (with a link in the footer) to help 
visitors find the right page for them 

2. Add fresh content  to your website regularly 
3. Add your website details to reputable national and local 

directory websites 
4. Avoid bad grammar  and spelling 
5. Avoid duplicate content on your site 
6. Backup  your website and regularly (ideally daily) and know 

how to quickly restore it 
7. Be wary of free website themes and free website builders, 

think about why they are free and what you are getting (or 
not) 

8. Check if each of your pages has at least 100 words of text 
that a search engine can access 

9. Check out competitors’ websites to see how they rank in 
search engines and what they do well (but don’t copy them, 
just use them for inspiration) 

10. Claim your website name on major networks (Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube  etc.?) and linked them back to the 
website 

11. Consider whether you will be looking after the site 
yourself (i.e. if it will be a self-edit site) and if so whether 
you have the time and knowledge to do so 

12. Consider your ideal visitor and focus the style of site on 
them 



13. Customise your 404 page (page not found) to include a 
site map and a message so people know where they have 
arrived 

14. Encourage clients to review your business/organisation 
on Google Business Pages and Facebook Pages (ensuring 
you have linked them back to your website) 

15. Ensure contact information is easily accessible, e.g. in 
the header and footer of each page 

16. Ensure each page on your website can be reached via 3 or 
fewer clicks from every other page 

17. Focus each page on a particular search phrase you’d 
like to be found under (e.g. Web Design Raunds) 

18. Have a clear uncluttered menu at the top of each page 
for easy navigation 

19. Have a mobile friendly (responsive) website 
20. Have a professional logo 
21. Have a services page or section so visitors can easily see 

what your organisation does 
22. Have an about page  which actually describes you and 

your organisation 
23. If you have a blog page but don’t update it often, remove 

the date to avoid the page looking old 
24. If you have a team, have a separate page for each team 

member. That can help you rank in search engines when 
people search for someone’s name specifically 

25. If you use WordPress, try to minimise the amount of 
plugins  you use and only use reputable ones 



26. If your website server allows it, use compression to make 
your site load faster 

27. Include a Cookie Notice if you use cookies (N.B. pretty 
much all websites do) 

28. Include an FAQ page to answer questions from 
prospective clients 

29. Install an SSL certificate so your website is https: not 
http: 

30. Install other security measures on the site to reduce the 
chance of it being compromised, and have a plan in place 
just in case it does 

31. Install software so you can see the number of visitors  to 
your site and which pages they are visiting most (and least) 

32. Keep your branding consistent  throughout the site 
33. Keep your language natural. Focus on your visitors 

rather than what you think search engines would like 
34. Keep your software updated , e.g. if you use WordPress 

make sure you are always running the latest version and that 
your plugins are updated 

35. Know what your current ranking on search engines is 
and check it regularly 

36. Link your site to Social Media, but try to encourage the 
traffic to your site not away from it 

37. Make links a different colour so visitors can easily 
navigate their way through the website 

38. Make sure your website works properly in all browsers 
(Google Chrome, Safari, Mobile phones etc.) 



39. Make use of a “call to action” message or button on the 
home page 

40. Never use admin  as your administration username 
41. Only have one h1 tag (main heading ) per page 
42. Optimise your images 
43. Reduce clutter. Make use of white space  to help make 

your website feel open and fresh and to make it easier for 
visitors to view your content 

44. Register your domain name as early as possible as search 
engines include domain age as part of their search criteria 

45. Set alt tags and title tags  to all images and links 
46. Set your body font size  to a minimum of 16 pixels 
47. Set your meta descriptions so that visitors can easily see 

what the page is about from a search engine list 
48. Show the current year in your copyright footer 
49. Think about what colours you’ll be using and what they 

mean (e.g. use blue if you’re wanting to build trust with 
your clients) 

50. Try to avoid broken links ; check all the links within your 
site to see if they actually go to the right place 

51. Upload a Favicon (the small icon which usually appears 
in the address bar of your internet browser) 

52. Use a fast and reliable company to host  your website 
53. Use a headline message on your home page so visitors 

know they’ve arrived at the right place 
54. Use a holding page  whilst your website is being built or 

updated 



55. Use a maximum of 2 different fonts  (one for the 
heading and one for the content) 

56. Use bullet points  rather than long paragraphs 
57. Use caching to help your website load faster 
58. Use headlines, subheadings, bold and italics to focus on 

keywords  to help people scan your pages 
59. Use placeholder text in any forms you have so people 

know what to fill in 
60. Use professional stock images if you need to, but try to 

include real images too 
61. When blogging, focus on quality rather than quantity 
62. When the site is being built, think about building it in a 

test area and only putting it live to the public when you’re 
ready 

63. Your website needs to load quickly. If in doubt use this 
link to see how fast it loads: 
https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/. 

We hope that list was useful. 
 
If you have any questions about any aspect of website design, do 
get in touch. 
 
https://silverbrook.co.uk 
01933 213933 

https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/
https://silverbrook.co.uk/

